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officials, their real masters, and are no more under
. control, public or special, than the judges themselves.
However, a man whose fortune is yet to make is in
general more jealous of his own good name than one
whose fortune is already made; .and the Muftee being-
still a candidate for future advancement, is in most
instances less corrupt, though not less subservient,
than his judicial seniors.

To go into all the details of Mahometan law, and
anatomise its courts and procedures, is not here our
scope. We only sketch the men, touching on systems
and institutions merely so far as is necessary to the
right understanding of the characters of those who
work them. Nor do we wish our readers to conclude
that every Kadee is corrupt, every Muftee servile;
such a conclusion would, fortunately, be far from the
truth. We only state the too ordinary results of a
vicious organisation.

One cause which probably contributes much to save
these classes from sinking altogether into the utter
abasement of time-serving venality, is to be found in
the severe studies exacted from those who desire to
enter its ranks. Whatever be the faults of a * Molla/
ignorance of his duty is not likely to be one. The
e Softah/ more correctly, but less euphoniously pro-
nounced * Sootah/ or student, generally. a child of the
middle or lower orders, has at an age varying between
eleven and fifteen donned the narrow white turban,
usual though not universal among the undergraduates
of Mahometan law, and exchanged the ' Mekteb' or
school of his early years for the * Medreseh/ or college
of more serious studies. A course, of which fifteen
years form the narrowest, sixteen or even eighteen the
not uncommon limit, now opens before him ; agreeably
diversified by five.stiffish fences, or probationary trials